
Celebrate the Children Essay Guidelines and Rubric
In a well-developed essay, please address the following questions:

q	 What was the impact of your service, and how did your community service build a bridge between you
	 and the community which you served?
q	 What did you learn about yourself and others as a result of your service?

Please also keep in mind the following criteria:

q	 The applicant’s name and address must appear on the top right corner of each page of the essay.
q	 The essay must be typed (double-spaced) in either Times New Roman or Arial (font size 12).
q	 The essay must be one to two pages in length.

Essay deadline: April 7, 2018
Email to: coaccmusic@aol.com  •  Visit www.coacc.net for more details.

Each applicant’s essay will be scored using the rubric below...
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General
Reflection

Applicant presents a 
thoughtful reflection on 
service, recounting detailed 
examples of service.

The essay meets the
criteria set forth.

Applicant completes a 
reflection on service and 
recounted past service 
experiences.

The essay meets the
criteria set forth.

Applicant completes a 
reflection on service.
Little detail was provided 
on the experiences.

The essay meets most of 
the criteria set forth.

Applicant attempts to com-
plete reflection on service, 
but no details about the 
experience/s are included.

The essay meets some of 
the criteria set forth.

Sense of Caring 
For and About 
Others

Applicant’s reflections 
show deep personal 
understanding of the 
importance of service and 
the ability to make a
difference.

Applicant’s reflections 
show a growing
understanding of the 
importance of service and 
the ability to make a
difference.

Applicant’s reflections 
show a limited
understanding of the
importance of service.

Applicant’s reflections 
show that she/he is largely 
unaffected by the service 
and her/his ability to make 
a difference.

Development and 
Organization of 
Essay

Applicant’s essay has an 
engaging introduction that 
orients readers and pro-
vides a strong conclusion.

It also establishes a 
natural/logical sequence of 
reflection, using effective 
transitions to convey this.

Applicant’s essay has an 
effective introduction and 
provides a conclusion that 
sums up the reflection.

It has a logical flow, but 
needs more transitions.

Applicant’s essay has an 
introduction that needs 
more development and 
lacks a strong conclusion.

It includes unnecessary 
information and may seem 
choppy.

Applicant’s essay lacks an 
effective introduction and 
ends abruptly.

It also includes distracting 
information and has no 
clear sequence of events/
thoughts.

Language Usage Applicant’s essay
maintains a clear point 
of view, uses relevant 
descriptive details, and 
shows a command of 
English Language
conventions.

Applicant’s essay
maintains a point of view 
and includes relevant 
descriptive details. There 
may be a few errors in 
conventions.

Applicant’s essay has 
some lapses in point of 
view, lacks effective
descriptive details, and 
has some distracting
errors in conventions.

Applicant’s essay lacks a 
clear point of view, mostly 
lacks or offers no effective 
details, and has major
errors in conventions.


